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stage of the proceedings. An ox-yoke is brought in, and a cord made of darbha grass is tied round the waist of the bride by the bridegroom. This cord is supposed to represent one of those used to place round the neck of the ox when it is yoked. It is easy to see the origin and significance of the act. The yoke is now held over the bride in such a manner that one of the holes in it shall come right over her head. The mangalasutram, to be presently described, is now taken and held under the hole through which water is poured by the bridegroom. The water trickles down the mangalasiitram on to the bride's head. During this the young couple are made to say to each other "nati charamani," or "I will never leave thee."
The next ceremony is the important one of tying on the mangalasiitram. This is a saffron coloured thread or cord to which a small gold ornament is attached. It is fastened round the neck and hangs down in front, like a locket. This is always worn by married women, like the wedding ring among Europeans, and it is never parted with, for any consideration whatever, until the death of either party. .Thus, if a woman has not on the mangalasutram, it is a sign of widowhood.
A beautiful cloth is now given to the bride by her father and she departs for a little in order to array herself in it; on her return she is accompanied by her female relatives. The bridegroom now takes the mangalasntram and, with an appropriate declaration, ties it round the neck of the bride. Whilst this is being done, the musicians make loud noise with their instruments. Others who are present clap their hands. This is to prevent any sneezing from being heard. Sneezing is considered a very bad omen; and for fear any one ^might be seized with an attack during this important part of the marriage ceremony, the loud noise is made to drown so unlucky a sound. The declaration